
Dear fellow teacher,
Thank you for visiting my site! I hope this resource works well 
for you.
This Westward Expansion quiz consists of:
- 10 stimulus based multiple-choice questions
- Answer key 
Click HERE for a Google Forms version of the quiz

NOTE: If you have any questions, please contact me at 
teachandthrive@gmail.com

Warmest wishes, Joan
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The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In 
its magnificent domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to 
manifest to mankind the excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the 
noblest temple ever dedicated to the worship of the Most High — the Sacred and the 
True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere — its roof the firmament of the star-studded 
heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising hundreds of 
happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by God’s natural and 
moral law of equality, the law of brotherhood — of “peace and good will amongst 
men.”…
Yes, we are the nation of progress, of individual freedom, of 
universal enfranchisement. Equality of rights is the cynosure of our union of States, 
the grand exemplar of the correlative equality of individuals; and while truth sheds its 
effulgence, we cannot retrograde, without dissolving the one and subverting the 
other. We must onward to the fulfilment of our mission — to the entire development 
of the principle of our organization — freedom of conscience, freedom of person, 
freedom of trade and business pursuits, universality of freedom and equality. This is 
our high destiny, and in nature’s eternal, inevitable decree of cause and effect we 
must accomplish it. All this will be our future history, to establish on earth the moral 
dignity and salvation of man — the immutable truth and beneficence of God. For this 
blessed mission to the nations of the world, which are shut out from the life-giving 
light of truth, has America been chosen; and her high example shall smite unto death 
the tyranny of kings, hierarchs, and oligarchs, and carry the glad tidings of peace and 
good will where myriads now endure an existence scarcely more enviable than that 
of beasts of the field. Who, then, can doubt that our country is destined to be the 
great nation of futurity?

Manifest Destiny  - John L. O’Sullivan | 1839

1. The first sentence refers to America as “the nation of many nations”. This refers to
1.     The diverse population of immigrants

2.     The secession  of the southern states prior to the Civil War

3.      Sectionalism of the north, south and west

4.      The magnificent domain of space and time

2. According to the document why must America expand?

1. To make space for the increasing population

2. To allow different cultures to have their own space

3. To avoid the Native Americans

4. To fulfill our mission of spreading civil freedoms

3. The document states that the idea of manifest destiny was approved by

1. The king of England

2. Congress

3. God

4. The president
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Photocopy of Historic Photograph, Photographer and Date Unknown: EARLY AREA 
HOMESTEAD - Nicodemus Historic District, Nicodemus, Graham County, KS

6. The railway tried to attract passengers by

1. Offering discounts on tickets

2. Promoting it as a safer way to travel

3. Describing it as a luxury rider

4. Encouraging people to travel east

7. The Pacific Railway

1. Encouraged westward expansion

2. Had its last stop in New York

3. Included only one route

4. Was built quickly by Irish immigrants 

New map of the Union Pacific Railway, the short, quick and safe line to all points west.

4. By studying the photograph you can assume that

1. Some slaves settled out west

2. Pioneers were multiracial

3. 2 families owned the cabin

4. The porch of the home is built flimsily

5. Using your knowledge of social studies the house in the photograph

1. Was probably built by the owners

2. Was a multi-family home

3. Had no neighbors

4. Included just 1 bedroom 



Homestead Act 1863

Be it Enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 

America in Congress assembled, That any person who is the head of a family, or who has 

arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall 

have filed his declaration of intention to become such, as required by the naturalization 

laws of the United States, and who has never borne arms against the United States 

Government or given aid and comfort to its enemies, shall, from and after the first 

January, eighteen hundred and. sixty-three, be entitled to enter one quarter section or a 

less quantity of unappropriated public lands, upon which said person may have filed a 

preemption claim, or which may, at the time the application is made, be subject to 

preemption at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per acre; or eighty acres or less 

of such unappropriated lands, at two dollars and fifty cents per acre, to be located in a 

body, in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same 

shall have been surveyed: Provided, That any person owning and residing on land may, 

under the provisions of this act, enter other land lying contiguous (next to) to his or her 

said land, which shall not, with the land so already owned and occupied, exceed in the 

aggregate one hundred and sixty acres.

8. In order to take advantage of the homestead act you

1. Had to be over 19, a citizen and male

2. Must be a citizen, over 21 and female

3. A minimum of 21, a citizen and not an enemy of the nation

4. A minimum of 21, a citizen and did not own a gun

9. The purpose of the Homestead Act was to

1. give citizens a chance at a better life

2. lower the population in the cities

3. Create more farms

4. Encourage settlement of the west

10. The maximum allocation of land for homesteaders was

1. Eighty acres

2. One hundred eighty acres

3. One quarter section

4. Eighteen hundred and sixty-three acres



ANSWER KEY:

1. 1

2. 4

3. 3

4. 2

5. 1

6. 2

7. 1

8. 3

9. 4

10. 2


